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Briefing Note- Sucker Creek First Nation Agricultural Benefits “Cows and Plows” Claim

To: Membership of the Sucker Creek First Nation

From: Legal Counsel, Bailey & Wadden LLP, Joseph Wadden and lan Bailey
Date: April 1, 2020

Re: Sucker Creek First Nation Update on Agricultural Benefits

Background:

Sucker Creek First Nation (the “Nation”) submitted a claim to Canada’s Specific Claims
Branch in reference to Treaty agricultural promises (the “Claim”). The Nation remains in
negotiations with Canada. Please refer to the “Step by Step” guide that provides all the
steps required in the negotiation and settlement process. We are currently on Step 4 and
5.

In addition to providing a Claim update we wanted to take the time to extend our well
wishes to all members of the Sucker Creek First Nation. We know this is a difficult time
and we hope everyone is safe and healthy.

Next Steps:

As you might recall, Canada had previously advised that some advancement of the Claim
could occur by the Spring of 2020. The Government of Canada now states it is uncertain
whether this timeline still applies.

Canada advised that they would continue to work on the Nation’s Claim, but timelines
cannot be specified as essential and critical health services are being prioritized at this
time.

Conclusion

As the claim progresses, the Nation remains committed to providing the membership with
as much information as possible. Unfortunately, there are no definitive timelines that can
be provided at this time.

As previously noted, when the Claim progresses, community meetings (both on and off-
reserve) will be held. The Nation will be abiding by best health and safety practices for
any upcoming meeting(s) which may include hosting meetings virtually/online and/or
incorporating additional meeting times to comply with potential mass gathering
restrictions. Best wishes and please take care, everyone!
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THE SPECIFIC CLAIM NEGOTIATION PROCESS: STEP BY STEP

<LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE FROM CANADA TO FIRST NATION SETTING-\
OUT BASIS OF ACCEPTANCE TO NEGOTIATE THE SPECIFIC CLAIM
FIRST NATION (FN) PROVIDES BCR AGREEING TO NEGOTIATE ON THE
BASIS OF CANADA'S ACCEPTANCE LETTER

<FIRST NATION AND CANADA IDENTIFY NEGOTIATORS AND INITIATE )

NEGOTIATIONS.

<«THE PARTIES COMPLETE A NEGOTIATION PROTOCOL AGREEMENT \\
WHICH INDENTIFIES THE BASIC EXPECTATIONS AND PARAMETERS FOR
ONDUCTING SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS

<«THE PARTIES DEVELOP NEGOTATIONS WORKPLANS AND THE FN HAS
THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK NEGOTATION LOAN FUNDING FROM
CANADA
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< IDENTIFICATION OF APPROPRITE APPROACHES FOR DETERMINING
OMPENSATION, RELEVANT VALUATION INFORMATION AND EXPERT
ADVICE, IF REQUIRED

<« THE NEGOTIATIATORS REVIEW THE STUDIES AND WORK TO REACH\
CONSENSUS ON HOW MUCH COMPENSATION WOULD BE FAIR TO
SETTLE THE CLAIM

< WHERE IS A POTENTIAL TRANSFER OF INTEREST IN LAND,
REGULARIZATION OF AN ONGOING INTEREST OR A POSSIBLE FUTURE
ADDITIONS TO RESERVE, DISCUSSIONS NEED TO ADDRESS HOW
SETTLEMENT WILL ADDRESS ANY LAND ISSUE(S) INCLUDING
CONSULTATIONS AND ACCOMODATIONS

<4INTERNAL AUTHORITY FOR CANADA TO MAKE A FORMAL OFFER TO
THE FIRST NATION IS SOUGHT. FOR CLAIMS UP TO $50 M THIS
AUTHORITY IS OBTAINED WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT. FOR CLAIMS
BETWEEN $50 M AND $150 MILLION, AUTHORITY IS SOUGHTS WITHING
THE DEPARTMENT AND FROM THE CENTRAL AGENCIES
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WHEN AUTHORITY HAS BEEN OBTAINED, A LETTER OF OFFER TO
SETTLE THE CLAIM IS PROVIDED BY CANADA TO THE FIRST NATION

1l

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT IS DRAFTED AND INITIALED BY THE
EGOTIATORS. FN MAY DEVELOP A TRUST AGREEMENT
NDEPENDENTLY

4THE FN MAMBERS HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO SAY YES OR NOT TO
THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.THE INITIALED AGREEMENT IS THE

o
«IF THE PARTIES AGREE ON THE BASIS TO SETTLE THE CLAIM, THE ]
SUBJECT OF RATIFICATION BY THE FIRST NATION MEMBERSHIP. j

IF THE FN SUCCESSFULLY RATIFIES THE AGREEMENT, THE
NEXT STEP IS FOR THE FN LEADERSHIP AND THE MINISTER OF
CROWN-INDIGENOUS RELATIONS AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS

ANADA TO SIGN THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Y

6 FOR ALL OTHER AGREEMENTS, AN
(A) WHERE THERE IS NO LAND ORDER IN COUNCIL MUST BE SOUGHT
TRANSACTION AND VALUE IS UP | |AUTHORIZING THE MINISTER TO SIGN
TO $50 M, INTERNAL STEPS THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT ARE THEN INTERNAL STEPS WIHING THE
TAKEN FOR THE MINISTER TO DEPARTMENT TO RECOMMEND THAT
SIGN THE AGREEMENT {HE MINISTER SIGN THE AGREEMENT/
<4WITHIN 45 DAYS OF THE MINISTER SIGNING THE AGREEMENT, THE R
DEPARTMENT PROVIDES THE PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION BY WAY OF
ELECTRONIC TRANSFER AS DIRECTED BY THE FIRST NATION
<4 THE FN PROVIDES CONFIRMATION OF THE RECEIPT OF
HCOMPENSATION AND THE COMPLETION OF THE TERMS OF THE
AGREEMENT
<4IMPLEMENTATION OF ANY LAND-RELATED PROVISIONS (E.G.
ADDITION TO RESERVE) w.
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Prepared by the SCB NEGOTIATIONS
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